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IN THE CIRCTIT COURT OF MeNAIRY COUNTY, TENNESSEE
AT SELMER

BRUCE REPLOGLE, Individual.ly, and as
Father of SCARLETT RENA REP

LOGLE, » 3

deceased, n ﬂ%; %-:
e 2y =

Plaintiff, HIT 750 22 = M
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TROY WARREN CRITCHLEY, LARRY PRICE, E T O
CARS FOR KIDS - SOUTHERN STYLE INC., and Da
AMS STAFF LEASING, INC., s

Defendants.
COMPLAINT FOR WRONGFUL DEATH AND INJUNCTIVE REL IEF

COMES NOW the Plaintiff, Bruce Replogle,

Individually and as Father of Scarlett Rena
Replople, deceased, and sues the Defendants, Troy Warren Critchley, Larry Price, Cars for Kids -
Southern Style, Inc., AMS Staff Leasing, Inc.

» and would state and show unto this Court as follows:
Jurisdiction and Venue
1.

Scarlett Rena Replogle was g beautiful 13-year 0ld gir]l who wag born an J annary 12,

1992, to Bruce Replogle and Donna Godfrey. She was tragically killed on June 16,
2007. Her death was the result of the acts of negligence of the Defendants, as more

fully set out below.
2. The Flaintiff, Bruce Replogle, is a resident of J ackson, Madisen Coutty,

Tennessee,
and is the father of Scarlett Rena Replogle,
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3. This suit is brought pursuant to T.C.A. § 20-5-101 et seq. for the benefit of Bruce
Replogle and Donna Godfiey, the parents and heirs at law of Scarlett Rena Replogle.

4, The Defendant, Troy Warren Critchley, (“Critchley™) is a resident of Wylie, Texas,
His last known business address is believed to be 1315 Century Way, Wylie, Texas
75098. He is subject to jurisdietion in this state pursuant to the the non-resident
motorist statute, T.C.A. 20-2-201, et. seq., by virtte of hig operation of a motor
vehicle in this state,

5. The Defendant, Larry Price (“Price™), is a resident of McNairy County, Tennessee.
M. Price can be served at 245 Shanna Drive, Selmer, Tennesses 38375,

6. The Defendant, Cars for Kids - Southern Style Inc. (“Cars forKids™), is a Tennessee
Corporation, with its principal place of business in MeNairy County, Termessee. Tt
agent for service of process is Larry Price, 245 Shanua Drive, Selmer, Tennessee
38375,

7. The Defendant, AMS Staff Leasing, Inc. (“AMS™),isa foreign corporation with its
principal place of business in Dallas, Texas. Tt is subject to jurisdiction because of
the acts of its agent and/or employee Critchley thar occurred in McNairy county
Tennessee, Its agent for service of process is Charles D, Woed, Jr., 14160 Dallas
Parkway, Suite 700, Dalias, Texas 75240.

Faets
8. The Defendant Price is President of an organization called Cars for Kids - Southem

Style, Ing.,
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9. Since 1990, Price has organized an annual exotic car parade jn Selmer to raige funds
for Cars for Kids.

10.  Price invited members of the public to view these exotic cars, in order ¢o encourage
them to participate in other profit-making activities, which financially benefitted both
Price and Cars for Kjds.

1. OnJYune 16,2007, the annual ear parade’s designated parade route included the part
of U.8, Highway 64, which is also referred to as Magnolia Avenue, The portion of
the highway which was being used for the parade in the area where Scarlett Rena
Replogle was killed had a posted speed limit of 30 miles per hour,

12. One of the participants in the parade was the Defendant Critchley,

13.  TheDefendant Critchley is employed by AMS as a professional driver for the AMS
Racing Team:,

4. OnJune 16,2007, the Defendant Critchley was operating a 1993 Corvette owned by
AMS, which had been extensively modified for competitive drag racing.

153, The Defendant Critchley wag reportedly atternpting a dangerous routine known as a
“burnout” on Magnelia Avenue in Selmer, Tennessee as part of the parade finale,

16.  Asthe Defendant Critchley was performing this “burnout” maneuver, he accelerated
down the road and then lost contro] of his vehicle, leaving the majn traveled portion
of the road, and hitting spectators who lined the street along the parade route.

17.  Asaresult of being hit by the dragster driven by Defendant Critchley, Scarlett Rena
Replogie was thrown vielently into the air, hit another vehicle and received seriots

head injuries, which were the proximate cause of her death,
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18, The Miumicipal Code of Selmer § 16-110, required that anynne desiring to conduct
a parade on city streets must first seek permission from the City in the form of a
permit.

19.  For the 2007 parade, Defendant Price failed to apply for, or obtain a parade permjt
allowing him to conduct the parade on city streets,

20.  The Defendant Price invited the public to participate in the event without taking
reasonable precautions to protect the safety of spectators, such as: restricting these
high powered drag cars from performing such dangerous manenvers, waming the
spectators of the dangers associated with the maneuvers, requiring these maneyvers
to be performed in a safe area, or erecting barricades to protect the spectators,

21.  In fact, the Defendant Price requested and encouraged participants, such as the
Defendant Critchley, to perform these dangerous stunts in a manner that wonld attract
a crowd, in order to inerease the net proceeds of this parade and fund rajser even.

22, The Defendant Price continued to promote this type of dangerous activity, even
though he had been cautioned that it was not safe.

23, Rhasbeenreported that Price had been proposing for some period of tirne to hold an
exhibition drag race on the City streets of Selmer.

24.  Former Mayor Wittington and Alderman Simpson had stated that the City had
refused this permission because it was not safe.

25, In review of the videos of the event, it appears that Critchley did more than a

“burnout” on the day in question.
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26. It appears that Ctitchley wag conducting a drag race on the streets in an effort to
convince the City that Price should be allowed to stage a larger and more elaborate
drag race, which would attract more participants and create more revenue for Price
and Cars for Kids.

27.  These actions of the Defendants constitute not only negligence, but gross negligence
to guch a level as to merit the imposition of punitive damages,

28,  The actions and inactions of the Defendants Price, Critchley and AMS were in,
deliberate indifference for the eafety and welfare of the spectators.

29.  OnJune 16, 2007, the following sections of the Tennessee Code Annotated were in
full force and effect:

() § 55-10-501. Part definitions. As used in this part, unless the context otherwise
requires;

(1) "Drag racing” means:

(A) That use of any motor vehicle for the purpose of ascertaining the maximum

Speed obtainable by the vehicle:

(B) The use of any moter vehicle for the purpose of ascertaining the highest
obtainable speed of the vehicle within a certain distance or within a certain time
limit;

(C) The use of any one (1) or more motor vehicles for the purpose of comparing the

relative speeds of such vehicle or vehicles, or for comparing the relative speeds of

such vehicie or vehicles within a certain distance or within a certain time Iumnit:
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(D) The use of one (1) or more motor vehicles in an atternpt to outgain, outdistance
or to arrive at a given destination simultaneous with or prior to that of any other

motor vehicle; or

(E) The use of any motor vebicle for the purpose of the accepting of, or the carrying
out of any challenge, made orally, in writing, or otherwise, made or received with

reference to the performance abilities of one (1) or more motor vehicles;

(2) "Participant" means that person or persons who operate any motor vehicle or
motor vehicles upon the public highways of this state, or that of any municipality or
political subdivision thereof, for the purpose of "drag racing” as defined in thig
section, and 2lso any person or persons who arrange for, supervise, or in any way and
manner set in motion any such "drag racing” as defined in this section, regardless of
whether or not such person or persons may be the aperator of, or be a passenger in,

any motor vehicle participating in such “drag racing”; and

(3) "Public highways" means all of the streets, roads, highways, eXpressways, bridges
and viaducts, including any and all adjacent rights-of-way thereto, which are owned,

constructed, and/or maintained by the state of Tennessee, and/or any maunicipality or

political subdivision of the state of Tennessee, and any and all highways, roads,

strects, etc., which have been dedicated to the public use,

(b) § 55-10-502. Penalty,

(a) Drag racing is hereby declared to be 2 Class B misdemeznor, and any person or

persons who operate a motor vehicle or motor vehicles upon the public highways of

XATammoALewis' Files\Lawig' Flex\Replogle v Critchley\Plesdingg\Final Complein, wpd\6



ST HE B
JUN. 28. 2007 5:49PN NEWS TALK 101.5 NG 204 R

this state, or while on the premises of any shopping center, trailer park, any apartment
house complex, or any other premises generally frequented by the public at large, or
who is a participant therein, for the purpose of “drag racing” commits a Class B
misdemesanor unless such premises are properly licensed for such purpose,

(b) If the violation of subsection (a) results in the serious bodily injury of a partieipant,
passenger, bystander or other person, drag racing shall he punisheq as provided in §
35-13-106(b) for vehicular assanlt.

(c) §55-8-152. Speed Limits.

§ 55-8-152(z) “Except as provided in subsection (c), it is unlawful for any person to
operate or drive a motor vehicle upon any highway or public road of this state in
excess of sixty-five miles per hour (65 mph).”

§ 55-8-152 (dX(1)(A) “Except as provided for certain conaties in subdivision (d)(2),
counties and municipalities are authorized to establish special speed limits upon any
highway or public road of this state within their jurisdiction, .. .»

(d) §55-10-205(a). Reckless Driving, “Any person who drives any vehicle in willful
or wanton disregard for the safety of persong or Property commits reckless driving,”
(e) § 55-8-125. Driving on Divided Highways. “Whenever any highway has been
divided into two (2) roadways by leaving an interveming space or by a physical barrier
or clearly indicated dividing section so constructed as to impede vehicular traffic,
every vehicle shall be driven only upon the right-hand roadway and no vehicle shall

be driven over, across, or within any such dividing space, barrier or section, except
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